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NOVELTIES IN THE VERBENACEAE

Harold N. Moldenke

ALOTSIA SONORENSISMoldenke, sp. nov.
Frutex desertorum; ramis ramulisque gracilibus minutissime cin-

ereopuberulis; foliia ellipticis ad apicem rotunda tis vel subacutis
plerumque obscure 3-denticulatis vol emarginatis, ad basin acutis,
utrinque dense cinereopuberulis ; spicis fructiferis abbrevlatis
conspicue bracteatls.

Desert shrub; branches, branchlets, and twigs slender, densely
but very minutely gray-puberulent throughout; principal internodes
abbreviated, 1—U cm. long; leaves decussate-opposite, but mostly
more or less clustered on much abbreviated twigs at each node;
petioles very short, 1—2mm. long, densely gray-puberulent; leaf-
blades thin-chartaceous, uniformly gray-green on both surfaces,
elliptic, 8—20 mm. long, 3—8 mm. wide, mostly obtuse or subacute

sometimes obscurely 3-denticulate or emarginate,

both surfaces, the venation rather inconspicuous; inflorescence
spicate, axillary, the spikes abbreviated, 1—2 cm. long in fruit,
densely fruited, conspicuously bracteate and extremely hirsute in
fruit; bracts elliptic, about I4 mm. long and 1—1.5 mm. wide,
densely gray-puberulent on both surfaces like the leaves, obtuse
or subacute at the apex, projecting beyond the fruits and conspicuous;
fruiting-calyx densely long-hirsute with wide-spreading shiny sil-
very hairs which are longer than the fruit-body itself.

The type of this distinctive species was collected by Marshall
C. Johnston (no. 2712 ) in desert scrub on a sandy loam flat by a

shallow wash 31.1 miles south of Hermosillo, Sonora, Mexico, on
August 2, 19$S t

and is deposited in the herbarium of the University
of Michigan.

LANTANA MEARNSII var. PUNCTATAMoldenke, var. nov.
Haec varietas a forma typica speciei laminis foliorum subtus

dense resinoso-punctatis recedit.
This variety differs from the typical form of the species in

having its leaf -blades densely resinous-punctate beneath. The leaf-
blades are also more elongate-lanceolate, to 10 cm. long and to 3.7
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cm. wide, thinner in texture, and not matted-tomentose beneath.
The type of the variety was collected by Leonard John Brass

(no. 17719 ) occasional in rainforest regrowths, at 1200 meters
altitude, on Cholo Mountain, Cholo district, Nyasaland, on Sept*
ber 21, 191*6, and is deposited in the Eritton Herbarium at the
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Perennial herb, viscid-pubescent and softly villosulous-hirtel-
lous throughout; rhizome creeping, woody; stems herbaceous, simple,
erect, rather terete, about 20 cm. tall; leaves decussate-opposite
or ternate, sessile, ovate or elliptic, crenate-serrate along the
margins from the middle to the apex, venose, the lowest ones
smallest, the following ones larger and mostly obtuse at the apex,
the upper ones perfectly formed, about 1.8 cm. long and 1 cm. wide,
acute at the apex; inflorescences in the upper leaf -axils; pedun-
cles solitary, filiform, erect, twice as long as the leaves; heads
hemispheric, many-flowered, 1 cm. wide; bractlets lanceolate, a-
cute at the apex, very smooth on the inner surface, equaling the
corolla-tube, those of the involucre slightly larger; corolla hy-
Pocrateriform, yellow, about k mm. long, pubescent on the outside,
Jillosulous toward the throat inside, the limb rather large, ob-
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The type of this species was collected by Friedrich Sellow
jomewhere "in Brasilia meridionali" and is deposited in the herbar-
ium of the Naturhistorisches 1
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other hand, the Kuntze s.nT[Sttd Paraguay, 11.92], distributed


